
 

 

 

 

Sean Gallagher, Field Office Director 

Sean.W.Gallagher@ice.dhs.gov 

Atlanta Field Office 

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement  

180 Ted Turner Dr. SW Suite 522, Atlanta, GA, 30303 

 

CC: 

 

Outreach Officer 

Atlanta.Outreach@ice.dhs.gov 

Atlanta Field Office 

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement  

180 Ted Turner Dr. SW Suite 522, Atlanta, GA, 30303 

 

Andrew Lorenzen-Strait, Public Advocate 

Andrew.R.Lorenzen.Strait@ice.dhs.gov  

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement  

500 12th St., SW, Washington, D.C. 20536  

 

Cameron Quinn, Officer for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties 

CRCLCompliance@hq.dhs.gov 

Department of Homeland Security 

245 Murray Lane SW, Building 410, Mail Stop #0190 

Washington, D.C. 20528 

 

Julie Plavsic, Legal Access Coordinator 

Detention.LegalAccess@ice.dhs.gov 

ICE Detention Legal Access Office 

 

November 19, 2018 

 

Re: Robert A. Deyton Detention Facility Visitation Policy and Schedule in Violation of the ICE 

National Detention Standards 

 

Dear Field Office Director Gallagher: 

 

We write in regards to the visitation policy and schedule at the Robert A. Deyton Detention 

Facility in Lovejoy, GA, which are in direct violation of the U.S. Immigration & Customs Enforcement 

(ICE) National Detention Standards (NDS), with which the detention facility is supposed to comply. 

 

1) Approved Visitor Lists 

 

First, according to Robert A. Deyton Detention Facility staff, all potential visitors must first be 

added to a detained individual’s approved visitor list in order to be able to visit the detained individual. 

This is a clear violation of the NDS, which state clearly that detention facilities “shall not require 

approved visitor lists from [ICE] detainees” (emphasis ours).1  

                                                      
1 ICE. “INS Detention Standard: Visitation.” p. 6.  https://www.ice.gov/doclib/dro/detention-standards/pdf/visit.pdf  

https://www.ice.gov/doclib/dro/detention-standards/pdf/visit.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

The NDS includes this specific policy presumably because ICE recognizes that approved 

visitation lists frequently pose a barrier to the ability of people to receive visits. In particular, people in 

ICE detention at the Robert A. Deyton Detention Facility often do not have prior relationships with 

people within visiting distance of the detention facility or perhaps even throughout the United States. 

Even those who do have loved ones near the detention facility can face barriers in adding to or changing 

their approved visitation lists due to language difficulties and the lack of orientation regarding visitation 

policy. 

 

2) Schedule for Social and Legal Visitation 

 

Second, according to the “Hours of Visitation” page for Robert A. Deyton Detention Facility on 

the ICE website, people in ICE detention at the detention facility can only receive social and legal visits 

on extremely limited days.2  The hours of visitation posted to the webpage were also confirmed by staff 

members at the facility. 

 

In regards to social visits, men in ICE detention can only receive visits from Monday through 

Thursday, 12:30-4:25pm; women in ICE detention can only receive visits on Fridays, 12:30-4:25pm; 

and individuals in Restricted Housing Unit can only receive visits on Tuesdays, 1:00-4:45pm. These 

hours of social visitation are also a clear violation of the NDS, which state clearly that social “visits 

shall be permitted during set hours on Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays… [ICE] encourages the 

[Officer in Charge] to establish visiting hours for each detainee on both days of the weekend, and to try 

to accommodate visitors who can only visit on a specific weekend day” (emphasis ours).3 

 

In regard to legal visits, “legal representatives of detainees are authorized to visit their clients 

during the following hours: Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.” Again, this schedule does not 

comply with the NDS, which unequivocally state that: “the facility shall permit legal visitation seven 

days a week, including holidays. It shall permit legal visits for a minimum... of four hours per day on 

weekends and holidays”4 (emphasis ours). The schedule also may be unconstitutional, as it creates 

substantial barriers that prevent meaningful access to and communication with attorneys. Although the 

Sixth Amendment does not guarantee a lawyer to immigrants in removal proceedings, the Due Process 

Clause of the Fifth Amendment “indisputably affords a [noncitizen] the right to counsel of his or her 

own choice at his or her own expense.” Leslie v. Att’y Gen. of United States, 611 F.3d 171, 181 (3d Cir. 

2010). This right to counsel is “fundamental,” and courts consistently “have warned [the government] 

not to treat it casually.” Orantes-Hernandez v. Thornburgh, 919 F.2d 549, 554 (9th Cir. 1990). The right 

“must be respected in substance as well as in name.” Baires v. INS, 856 F.2d 89, 91 n.2 (9th Cir. 1988). 

This policy impedes attorneys’ ability to provide effective, constitutionally guaranteed representation 

that comports with their ethical obligations.  

 

We are concerned that this extremely restricted visitation schedule unduly limits both social and 

legal visitation, which are critical for the due process and emotional wellbeing of people in ICE 

detention. Many of the social and legal visitors to the Robert A. Deyton Detention Facility have work 

schedules or childcare needs that prevent them from visiting on weekdays.  

 

                                                      
2 ICE. “Robert A. Deyton Detention Facility.” https://www.ice.gov/detention-facility/robert-deyton-detention-facility  
3 ICE. “INS Detention Standard: Visitation.” p. 4.  https://www.ice.gov/doclib/dro/detention-standards/pdf/visit.pdf  
4 ICE. “INS Detention Standard: Visitation.” p. 7.  https://www.ice.gov/doclib/dro/detention-standards/pdf/visit.pdf 

https://www.ice.gov/detention-facility/robert-deyton-detention-facility
https://www.ice.gov/doclib/dro/detention-standards/pdf/visit.pdf
https://www.ice.gov/doclib/dro/detention-standards/pdf/visit.pdf


 

 

 

 

In addition, Robert A. Deyton Detention Facility’s visitation policy and schedule are also in 

contradiction to standing ICE commitments and requirements to facilitate visitation. In March 2017, the 

national organization Freedom for Immigrants (then named CIVIC) filed a civil rights complaint with 

the Department of Homeland Security Office for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties calling for a federal 

investigation into visitation restrictions at ICE detention facilities. Within 24 hours of the filing of our 

complaint, Freedom for Immigrants won a written commitment from the Acting Director of ICE, 

Thomas Homan, for visitation access. Former Acting Director Homan stated that “ICE has a strong 

desire to continue to facilitate” visitation access to immigration detention facilities.5 

 

In addition, the report language accompanying the fiscal year 2018 omnibus appropriations bill 

laid out by Congress mandates visitation access. It states that ICE must “provide timely and independent 

access to all facilities for non-governmental organizations seeking to provide legal representation, 

education, and programming, and/or monitoring and visitation.”6   

 

As a result, we request that the visitation policy and schedule at the Robert A. Deyton Detention 

Facility be changed immediately to ensure that 1) people in ICE detention can be visited by anyone, not 

only those on their approved visitation lists, and 2) social and legal visitation will take place on 

weekends and holidays per the NDS. 

 

We expect to receive a timely response regarding this matter by Monday, November 26, 2018. 

 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

  

Georgia Detention Watch  

Project South 

Freedom for Immigrants 

                                                      
5 Freedom for Immigrants. “Visitation Denial and Restrictions.” https://www.freedomforimmigrants.org/visitation-
denials  
6 Heidi Altman & Tara Tidwell Cullen. “Dear ICE: Congress Is Watching, And So Are We.” National Immigrant Justice 
Center. April 5, 2018. https://immigrantjustice.org/staff/blog/dear-ice-congress-watching-and-so-are-we 

https://www.freedomforimmigrants.org/visitation-denials
https://www.freedomforimmigrants.org/visitation-denials
https://immigrantjustice.org/staff/blog/dear-ice-congress-watching-and-so-are-we

